
175th Anniversary  1835 – 2010 

As many people know, 

D e a f  A c t i o n  w a s            
established many years 
ago. It began first as a 
church congregation, in 
1830, meeting in Lady 
Stair’s Close,Lawnmarket,      
Edinburgh. Then, in 1835, 
it was formally constituted 
as an organisation to   
provide support to people 
who were deaf.  
  
From its early days as the   
Edinburgh Deaf and 
Dumb Benevolent Society, 
we have seen many 
changes, but our aim        
today, to work together for 
an equal and better future 
for deaf people, is the 
same as it was then, and 
we are very proud to be 
celebrating 
175 years of 
existence. 
 
This year, 
2010, is an         
opportunity 
to remind   
people that 

we are here, and tell them 
about what we do and the 
services we        continue to 
provide, not only in our     
t rad i t i ona l  a reas  o f           
Edinburgh and Lothian, but 
in Fife and in Highland – and 
our new services in          
Aberdeenshire and Argyll 
and Bute.  It is an             
opportunity to show people 
that those who are deaf 
have many skills and        
talents, and to raise the    
profile of deaf people      
everywhere. 
 
This Newsletter will let you 
know about the different 
events we are planning 
throughout the year. We will 
be very pleased if you    
celebrate with us! 

 
By  

Liz Scott-Gibson 

Director,  
Deaf Action 
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The Roxburghe Hotel  
38 Charlotte Square 

Edinburgh  EH2 4HQ 
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Tickets:  

£45 (FebruaryðJune) 

£55 (JulyðOctober) 

Cash or cheque, payable to Deaf Action (see below) 

Includes: 3 course dinner, dance  

 

Deaf Action  
175th Anniversary Dinner 

See: Jennifer Staples, Liz Sinclair, Keith Hyland, or Irene Francis for 

tickets 

 Email: 175th@gmx.com  
Or send cheque with a S.A.E to:  

175th Anniversary Working Group, Deaf Action,  

49 Albany Street, Edinburgh, EH1 3QY 

Committee members of 175 Anniversary Working Group are  
 

Keith Hyland  
Carri Neilson  

Harold Nicolson  
Jackie Slater 

Jennifer Staples  
Bryan Marshall  

Liz Sinclair  
 Peter Hay  

Sarah Colegrove  
Liz Scott Gibson  

Tommy Robertson  
Irene Francis  



Deaf Action was delighted to kick off our 
celebrations for our 175 Anniversary with a 
Civic Reception hosted by the Lord and     
Lady Provost of the City of                     
Edinburgh.  This took place at the City 
Chambers on the evening of 20 January 
and was a great success.  Attendees 

included some of our oldest friends such as 
Margaret Lawrie and Dr. George Montgomery, as well as 

some of our key partners and contacts, including The Scottish    
Parliament and Lothian & Borders Police.  It was a great evening with 
pleasant wine, food and conversation.  

 By Sarah Colegrove. 

Marketing Officer,  

Deaf Action. 

Wednesday, 20th January 2010 

Programme for the next few months  

Guess what...  
 
What is it? 

Where was it at? 

What is the link with the 175 years celebration? 

Art & Crafts 175 Anniversary exhibition  
 

Exhibition of work (old and new) by Deaf, deafblind, 

deafened and hard of hearing people:  

 

When: 31 st  March ï 23 rd  April 2010  

 

Where: Deaf Action Head Office  

 

 

We would love you to bring any work you think may be   

suitable, including work made a long time ago. We would 

love to hear form any Deaf artists who are interested in 

showing their work.  ( Please bring it by 17th March)  

 

If you are interested, or know anyone who may be          

interested, or want more details please contact Emma    

Stevens at emma.stevens@deafaction.org .  

  Tel: 0131 556 3128;  SMS: 07775 620757  

  Text: 0131 557 0419  

May 22nd  
 
John Hay, well known edinburgh Deaf History        
Author, will launch Deaf Actionõs History booklet   

April 11th  
A Special Deaf Church service will be held at   
Greenside Church.  

mailto:emma.stevens@deafaction.org

